Appl. No. 09/410,332 
Amdt . dated Aug. 8, 2003 
Reply to Office action of Jione 18, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



Claim 1 (currently amended) : An interactive 
television program guide system /in which an interactive 
television program guide is at/least partially implemented 
on user equipment of a user , /comprising : 

means for supplying program listings to the 
interactive television program guide; 

means for supplying information on certain simple 
categories of programming and certain combination categories 
of programming that a^e associated with the program 
listings ; 

means f o^ displaying a selectable list [ [of] ] 
simultaneously dis/playing both the simple categories and the 
combination categories on the user equipment with the 
interactive television program guide; and 

meanJs for searching for program listings with the 
interactive tyelevision program guide that match a given 
category selected from the selectable list by the user and 
displaying A:he matching program listings with the 
interactive television program guide on the user equipment. 

Claim 2 (original) : The interactive television 
program /guide system defined in claim 1 further comprising: 
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a main facility at which the /program listings are 
assigned certain ones of the combinat/on categories each of 
which is composed of certain ones oj the simple categories 
using a combination category build/ process in which a number 
of simple categories associated with each program listing 
are compared to a list of supponrted combination categories 
and a given combination category is assigned to each program 
listing when the simple categories associated with that 
program listing match the simple categories from which the 
given combination category is composed. 

Claim 3 (origimal) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1, further comprising: 

means for supplying a list of supported 
combination categories, wherein the means for displaying a 
selectable list of tMe simple categories and combination 
categories comprises means for displaying the categories 
based on the list dt supported combination categories. 

Claim 4 / (original ) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1 wherein the means 
for searching f®r program listings and displaying the 
matching program listings further comprises means for 
displaying the matching program listings in a display that 
only contains matching program listings. 

C]/aim 5 (original) : The interactive television 
program guipe system defined in claim 1 wherein the means 
for searching for program listings and displaying the 
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matching program listings further comprised means for 
distinctively displaying the matching program listings in a 
display that contains matching and nonm/tching program 
listings . 

Claim 6 (original) : The iAteractive television 
program guide system defined in claim 5 wherein the means 
for distinctively displaying further comprises means for 
displaying the matching program /listings in a distinctive 
color . 

Claim 7 (original) :/ The interactive television 
program guide system definea in claim 5 wherein the means 
for distinctively displaying further comprises means for 
displaying the matching pjrogram listings with distinctive 
labels . 

Claim 8 (orig/^nal) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for allowing tl:^ user to rearrange the selectable 
list . 

Claim 9 Obriginal) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for allowing the user to rearrange the selectable list 
by providing an Option for the user to select a given 
programming category and to designate an order of placement 
on the selectaole list for that given programming category 
and by redispAaying the selectable list with the selected 
given progra/iming category in the designated order. 
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Claim 10 (original) : The interactyive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1 fui^her comprising 
means for allowing the user to rearrange raie selectable list 
by providing an option for the user to delete a given 
programming category and by redisplaying the selectable list 
with the given programming category dfi^leted. 

Claim 11 (currently amende*^) : The interactive 
television program guide system d^ined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for allowing th^ user to rearrange the 
selectable list by providing an/ opt ion for the user to 
select a given programing pr ogrammi ng category and by 
redisplaying the selectable list with the given programming 
category reordered to the top of the selectable list. 

Claim 12 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defimed in claim 1 further comprising 
means for automatically/ rearranging the selectable list with 
the program guide bas^ on how frequently the user selects 
certain categories fyom the selectable list. 

Claim 13 /original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1 further comprising 
means for allowirjg the user to designate certain categories 
as favorites. 

Claiiil 14 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide /system defined in claim 13 further comprising 
means for displaying the selectable list of categories based 
on the selec/ted favorite categories. 
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Claim 15 (original) : The inte:)factive television 
program guide system defined in claim l/ wherein the user 
equipment is personal computer equipmsnt . 

Claim 16 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in cLaim 1 wherein the user 
equipment is user television equ/pment . 

Claim 17 (original) : / The interactive television 
program guide system defined jn claim 1 further comprising: 

a television distribution facility connected to 
the user equipment for pro^^ding the program listings and 
television programming to /:he user equipment. 

Claim 18 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defjfi.ned in claim 1 wherein the program 
listings are provided tp the user equipment over the 
Internet . 

Claim 19 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system /defined in claim 1 wherein at least one 
of the simple categories is selected from the group 
consisting of sportrs, comedy, news, children's programming, 
movies, and adult /programming. 

Claim 2p (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1 wherein at least one 
of the combination categories is selected from the group 
consisting of sports -comedy, sports -baseball , comedy-movies, 
comedy- series , / and horror-movies. 
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Claim 21 (original) : The interafctive television 
program guide system defined in claim 1, /wherein each one of 
categories in the selectable list of the simple categories 
and combination categories has at lea^ one program listing 
associated with the category. 

Claim 22 (currently amended) : An interactive 
television program guide system comprising: 

an interactive television program guide at least 
partially implemented on user television equipment of a user 
configured to display a selectfable list [ [of] ] 
simultaneously displaying botfh certain simple categories of 
programming and certain combination categories of 
programming that are associated with program listings on the 
user equipment, to search /for program listings that match a 
given category selected from the selectable list by the 
user, and to display thef matching program listings with the 
interactive television program guide on the user equipment; 
and 

distributiofi equipment configured to supply the 
program listings to tfhe interactive television program guide 
and to supply the information on the simple categories and 
the combination catiegories of programming. 

Claim 23/ (original) : The interactive television 
program guide sysnem defined in claim 22 further comprising: 

a main facility at which the program listings are 
assigned certain /ones of the combination categories each of 
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which is composed of certain ones of the simple categories 
using a combination category build process/ in which a number 
of simple categories associated with eaon program listing 
are compared to a list of supported combination categories 
and a given combination category is afssigned to each program 
listing when the simple categories Associated with that 
program listing match the simple oategories from which the 
given combination category is composed. 

Claim 24 (original) : / The interactive television 
program guide system defined /n claim 22, further 
comprising : 

a main facility tyhat supplies a list of supported 
combination categories, whrerein the interactive television 
program guide is configured to display the categories based 
on the list of supported combination categories. 

Claim 25 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system ydef ined in claim 22 wherein the 
interactive television program guide is configured to 
display the matching program listings in a display that only 
contains matching /program listings . 

Claim 26 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 22 wherein the 
interactive television program guide is configured to 
distinctively /display the matching program listings in a 
display that /contains matching and nonmatching program 
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Claim 27 (original) : The interaotive television 
program guide system defined in claim 2 6 wierein the 
interactive television program guide is ^configured to 
display the matching program listings /n a distinctive 
color . 

Claim 28 (original) : The^ interactive television 
program guide system defined in cZlaim 2 6 wherein the 
interactive television program guide is configured to 
display the matching program lylstings with distinctive 
labels . 

Claim 29 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 22 wherein the 
interactive television pyogram guide is configured to allow 
the user to rearrange tMe selectable list. 

Claim 30 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 22 wherein the 
interactive television program guide is configured to allow 
the user to rearrange the selectable list by providing an 
option for the usefr to select a given programming category 
and to designate /an order of placement on the selectable 
list for that girven programming category and by redisplaying 
the selectable /list with the selected given programming 
category in tMe designated order. 

Claim 31 (original) : The interactive television 
program gui^e system defined in claim 22 wherein the 
interacti\^ television program guide is configured to allow 
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the user to rearrange the selectable list l^y providing an 
option for the user to delete a given programming category 
and by redisplaying the selectable list/with the given 
programming category deleted. 

Claim 32 (currently amendafi) : The interactive 
television program guide system de/ined in claim 22 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is configured to 
allow the user to rearrange thar selectable list by providing 
an option for the user to seLect a given programing 
programming category and by /redisplaying the selectable list 
with the given programming category reordered to the top of 
the selectable list 

Claim 33 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in claim 22 wherein the 
interactive televisicm program guide is configured to 
automatically rearrange the selectable list with the program 
guide based on how /frequently the user selects certain 
categories from tne selectable list. 

Claim 34 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide s/stem defined in claim 22 wherein interactive 
television program guide is configured to allow the user to 
designate certain categories as favorites. 

Claim 35 (previously presented) : The interactive 
television program guide system defined in claim 34 wherein 
the inter^/tive television program guide is configured to 
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display the selectable list of categories b^ed on the 
selected favorite categories 

Claim 36 (original) : The interpretive television 
program guide system defined in claim id wherein the user 
equipment is personal computer equipmarit . 

Claim 37 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defined in clarim 22 wherein the user 
equipment is user television equipment. 

Claim 38 (original) : /The interactive television 
program guide system defined iiA claim 22 further comprising: 

a television distribution facility connected to 
the user equipment for providing the program listings and 
television programming to tfhe user equipment. 

Claim 39 (original) : The interactive television 
program guide system defaned in claim 2 2 wherein the program 
listings are provided yo the user equipment over the 
Internet . 

Claim 40 ^riginal) : The interactive television 
program guide systerm defined in claim 22 wherein at least 
one of the simple /categories is selected from the group 
consisting of spprts, comedy, news, children's programming, 
movies, and adijAt programming. 

Clayn 41 (original) : The interactive television 
program guider system defined in claim 22 wherein at least 
one of the aombination categories is selected from the group 
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consisting of sports -comedy, sports-basebal]/, comedy - movie s , 
comedy- series , and horror - movies . 

Claim 42 (original) : The intellective television 
program guide system defined in claim li , wherein each one 
of categories in the selectable list off the simple 
categories and combination categorieyS has at least one 
program listing associated with the category. 

Claim 43 (currently amended) : A method for using 
an interactive television progra/m guide system in which an 
interactive television program/guide is at least partially 
implemented on user equipment/ of a user, comprising: 

supplying program /Listings to the interactive 
television program guides- 
supplying inforrfiation on certain simple categories 
of programming and certaAn combination categories of 
programming that are a^ociated with the program listings; - 

displaying at selectable list [ [of] ] simultaneously 
displaying both the simple categories and the combination 
categories on the uyser equipment with the interactive 
television prograrar guide; and 

searching for program listings with the 
interactive television program guide that match a given 
category selected from the selectable list by the user and 
displaying the matching program listings with the 
interactive .television program guide on the user equipment. 
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Claim 44 (original) : The metho/^ defined in claim 
43 further comprising: 

assigning to the program list^ings certain ones of 
the combination categories each of wh/ch is composed of 
certain ones of the simple categoriers using a combination 
category build process in which a number of simple 
categories associated with each program listing are compared 
to a list of supported combination categories and a given 
combination category is assigned to each program listing 
when the simple categories associated with that program 
listing match the simple categories from which the given 
combination category is corriposed. 

Claim 4 5 (original) : The method defined in claim 
43, further comprising: 

supplying a list of supported combination 
categories, wherein thi/^ displaying the selectable list of 
the simple categories/ and combination categories comprises 
displaying the categories based on the list of supported 
combination categories . 

Claim 46/ (original) : The method defined in claim 
43 wherein searching for program listings and displaying 
the matching program listings further comprises displaying 
the matching pipgram listings in a display that only 
contains matclmng program listings. 

Cl^m 47 (original) : The method defined in claim 
43 wherein /searching for program listings and displaying 
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the matching program listings further comprises 
distinctively displaying the matching program listings in a 
display that contains matching and no/imatching program 
listings . 

Claim 48 (previously prei^ented) : The method 
defined in claim 47 wherein dist:wictively displaying further 
comprises displaying the matchiyig program listings in a 
distinctive color . 

Claim 4 9 (previousl/^ presented) : The method 
defined in claim 47 wherein distinctively displaying further 
comprises displaying the ma/:ching program listings with 
distinctive labels . 

Claim 50. (orig/.nal) : The method defined in claim 
43 further comprising: 

allowing the )tser to rearrange the selectable 

list . 

Claim 51 (oij^iginal) : The method defined in claim 
43 further comprising 

allowing tfhe user to rearrange the selectable list 
by providing an optfion for the user to select a given 
programming category and to designate an order of placement 
on the selectable list for that given programming category 
and by redisplaying the selectable list with the selected 
given programm/Lng category in the designated order. 

Cl^m 52 (original) : The method defined in claim 
43 further Comprising: 
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allowing the user to rearrang^ the selectable list 
by providing an option for the user to/delete a given 
programming category and by redisplaying the selectable list 
with the given programming category fleleted. 

Claim 53 (currently amended) : The method defined 
in claim 43 further comprising: 

allowing the user to rearrange the selectable list 
by providing an option for the user to select a given 
programing programming category /and by redisplaying the 
selectable list with the given programming category 
reordered to the top of the selectable list. 

Claim 54 (original) / The method defined in claim 

/ 

43 further comprising: / 

automatically reairranging the selectable list with 
the program guide based on now frequently the user selects 
certain categories from the selectable list. 

Claim 55 (origi/ial) : The method defined in claim 
43 further comprising; 

allowing the ^fiser to designate certain categories 
as favorites. 

Claim 56 (ofiginal) : The method defined in claim 
55 further comprisinjg: 

displaying the selectable list of categories based 
on the selected fa/rorite categories. 

Claim (original) : The method defined in claim 

43 further comprising: 
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providing a television distri]^>ut ion facility 
connected to the user equipment for providing the program 
listings and television programming tp the user equipment. 

Claim 58 (original) : The /nethod defined in claim 
43 further comprising 

providing the program 1/stings to the user 
equipment over the Internet. 

Claim 59 (original) : /The method defined in claim 
43 further comprising; 

selecting at least /^ne of the simple categories 
from the group consisting afl sports, comedy, news, 
children's programming, moyies, and adult programming, 

Claim 60 (original) : The method defined in claim 
43 further comprising; 

selecting at least one of the combination 
categories is selected/f rom the group consisting of sports- 
comedy, sports -baseba/l , comedy-movies, comedy- series, and 
horror -movies . 

Claim 61 /(original) : The method defined in claim 
43, wherein the displaying the selectable list of the simple 
categories and combination categories comprises displaying 
each of one of the categories having at least one program 
listing associated with the category. 

Cl^m 62 (currently amended) : Machine-readable 
media for us^e in an interactive television program guide 
system in ^l^ich an interactive television program guide is 
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at least partially implemented on user equiti(ment of a user, 
wherein the media is encoded with machine -^readable 
instructions for performing the method comprising: 

supplying program listings tc/ the interactive 
television program guide; 

supplying information on ofertain simple categories 
of programming and certain combination categories of 
programming that are associated vAth the program listings; 

displaying a selectabl/e list [ [of] ] simultaneously 
displaying both the simple categories and the combination 
categories on the user equipn^nt with the interactive 
television program guide; ar 

searching for program listings with the 
interactive television program guide that match a given 
category selected from tne selectable list by the user and 
displaying the matching/ program listings with the 
interactive televisiory program guide on the user equipment. 

Claim 63 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable instructions for: 

assigning to the program listings certain ones of 
the combination Categories each of which is composed of 
certain ones of / the simple categories using a combination 
category build/ process in which a number of simple 
categories associated with each program listing are compared 
to a list off supported combination categories and a given 
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combination category is assigned to each/program listing 
when the simple categories associated yfith that program 
listing match the simple categories ^^om which the given 
combination category is composed. 

Claim 64 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim /62, further encoded with 
machine-readable instructions ror : 

supplying a list on supported combination 
categories, wherein the displaying the selectable list of 
the simple categories and Combination categories comprises 
displaying the categorieijs based on the list of supported 
combination categories . 

Claim 65 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media define^! in claim 62 wherein searching for 
program listings ana displaying the matching program 
listings further comprises displaying the matching program 
listings in a display that only contains matching program 
listings . 

Claiirf 66 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 wherein searching for 
program listings and displaying the matching program 
listings further comprises distinctively displaying . the 
matching mrogram listings in a display that contains 
matching ^nd nonmatching program listings. 

Claim 67 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 66 wherein distinctively 
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displaying further comprises displaying th^ matching program 
listings in a distinctive color. 

Claim 68 (previously presente^) : The machine - 
readable media defined in claim 66 wherein distinctively 
displaying further comprises displaying the matching program 
listings with distinctive labels. 

Claim 69 (previously prafeented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 32 further encoded with 
machine-readable instructions f©r: 

allowing the user to/ rearrange the selectable 

list . 

Claim 70 (previou^y presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in alaim 62 further encoded with 
machine-readable instructions for: 

allowing the user to rearrange the selectable list 
by providing an option for the user to select a given 
programming category and to designate an order of placement 
on the selectable list for that given programming category 
and by redisplaying tthe selectable list with the selected 
given programming category in the designated order. 

Claim 71 / (previously presented): The machine- 
readable media deflined in claim 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable /instructions for: 

allowing the user to rearrange the selectable list 
by providing an option for the user to delete a given 
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programming category and by redisplaying ^he selectable list 
with the given programming category delved. 

Claim 72 (currently amended) / The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 fu/ther encoded with 
machine -readable instructions for: 

allowing the user to rea:^range the selectable list 
by providing an option for the user to select a given 
programing programming category and by redisplaying the 
selectable list with the given programming category 
reordered to the top of the selectable list. 

Claim 73 (previouslvf presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable instruction^ for: 

automatically rearranging the selectable list with 
the program guide based on /how frequently the user selects 
certain categories from thfe selectable list. 

Claim 74 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable instruations for: 

allowing the juser to designate certain categories 
as favorites, 

Claim 75 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defineci in claim 74 further encoded with 
machine -readable instaructions for: 

displaying /the selectable list of categories based 
on the selected favorite categories. 
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Claim 76 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 fui^her encoded with 
machine -readable instructions for: 

providing a television diyfetribution facility 
connected to the user equipment far providing the program 
listings and television programming to the user equipment. 

Claim 77 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in cladym 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable instructions/ for: 

providing the program listings to the user 
equipment over the Internet 

Claim 78 (previcrusly presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined iry claim 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable instructions for: 

selecting at least one of the simple categories 
from the group consisting of sports, comedy, news, 
children's programming, movies, and adult programming. 

Claim 7 9 (currently amended) : The machine - 
readable media defined in claim 62 further encoded with 
machine -readable in^ructions for: 

selecting/ at least one of the combination 
categories irs — aclcatcd from the group consisting of sports- 
comedy, sports-basjeball , comedy-movies, comedy-series, and 
horror-movies . 

Claim 8/0 (previously presented) : The machine- 
readable media defined in claim 62 wherein the displaying 
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the selectable list of the simpj-e^ ::ategories and combination 
categories comprises di^^iayinq each of one of the 
categories having st^ least one program listing associated 




with the catei^ry. 



